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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

AWhich way you ought to go depends on where vy
--Mad Hatter (Alice In Wonderland)

The 1986 Master Plan was a comprehensive document that provided meritorious
historical data, land use information and a detailed survey of people's opinions at the
time. An update since then confirms several key findings of that report: a significant
conservation/environmental ethic, a preference for slow growth, and a widespread
enjoyment of being able to live in such a beautiful community. The challenge for the
Planning Board has been and continues to be, how to accommodate changes while
holding true to the core values.

During the process of the Master Plan update, the Planning Board held multiple Public
Hearings and also solicited public input by means of a questionnaire (1). This
information was then utilized to formulate and prioritize the goals and objectives set
forth in this Plan.

There are several key factors that have changed since 1986. First, there has been an
increase in the population of the Town, an increase in the median age of the
Townspeople, and a sharp reduction in the number of school children. Second, there is
a much greater awareness of the importance of sustainability, the fragility of the
environment and the consequences of climate change. Finally, the digital age presents
many opportunities for both governments and people to work together more effectively.

In terms of format, the 2015 Master Plan differs from earlier versions. The primary
purpose of the Master Plan is to lay out a framework for action looking forward. The
goals and objectives begin on page 3 and supporting data and rationale are available
electronically. To access this information, the reader clicks on the numbers [ie. (1)],
which opens up another file. When the reader is finished reviewing that information,
closing that new window returns you to the Master Plan document. This approach
permits a much larger body of information to be available to the reader than would ever
be possible using print alone. As an example, both the original 1973 Master Plan (2)
and the 1986 version (3) are included in their entirety, together with many other reports
that have guided the Town to its present state of ambiance. For those readers who
choose to review the Master Plan in strictly written form, an appendix is provided with
either the full documents or reference to what they are and where to find them.


Chapter%201/Appendix%20Chapter%201.pdf
Resources/Plans%20and%20Reports/Master%20Plan%201973.pdf
Resources/Plans%20and%20Reports/Master%20Plan%201986.pdf
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CHAPTER 2

QUALITY OF LIFE

ATake ti me ofgoareaal Ih atshtiengsakes great waste.

--Ben Franklin

The vision for Eaton is to protect and enhance the quality of life as it is now while
preserving it in preparing for the challenges ahead. Life in Eaton is rural in character,
epitomized by open spaces, scenic vistas, lakes and streams, stone walls, narrow
winding gravel roads, traditional New England architecture, little traffic, no traffic lights,
no gas stations and lots of trees and wildlife; where the noise is lower and the pace is
slower than more urban areas.

Preservation of such attributes faces challenges both immediate and at some uncertain
time in the future. While the economy in recent times has been poor and growth in the
area slowed dramatically, New Hampshire in general, and Eaton in particular, are very
attractive places to live.

Defining rural character is a complex issue but one of the major components is what the
Town looks like and what can be seen from the Town. The main road through Town is
Route 153 and traveling either north or south along it is to see New England scenic
byways at their best. One of the future challenges is to constrain attempts to widen,
straighten and level local roads.

Much of the spirit of a community reflects how well its citizens are informed. The internet
and the Town web page are a significant advance over what used to be available. The
Town could facilitate communications within pocket neighborhoods and make a greater
effort to assimilate new residents into the community.

The modern age no longer permits Eaton to be isolated and independent of its
surrounding environment. Be it schools, trash disposal, or emergency services, the
Town is increasingly part of a regional approach to common issues. That trend is likely
to continue.
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GOAL1

To preserve and enhance the rural character and scenic qualities of the Town.

Objectives:

T

Maintain existing viewsheds, scenic vistas and focal points (1).

Develop incentives or acquire easements for keeping and maintaining scenic
vistas on private lands open (2).

Develop criteria for determining which roads should be classified as scenic roads
3).

Work with the NH Department of Transportation and other agencies to ensure
that the scenic qualities of the entrance roads (Route 153 and Brownfield Road)
are maintained.

Encourage the use of underground utilities whenever feasible (4).

Determine if new regulations are needed regarding cell towers and wind turbines
3.

Develop land use regulations that encourage maintenance of the rural character
of the Town (6).

GOAL 2

To improve communications with the citizens of Eaton and improve access to
information and services.

Objectives:

T

Utilize technological advances such as the internet to provide easier access to
Town Hall information and services (7).

Review television and internet access for the Town and the need for the
community to have improved and expanded service (8).

Develop a welcome package for new residents and actively encourage their
participation in community affairs (9).

GOAL 3

To network more effectively with other groups and organizations in the Town, in the
surrounding communities and in the region.


Chapter%202/2.1%20Views.pdf
Chapter%202/2.2%20Land%20Acquisition.pdf
Chapter%202/2.3%20Scenic%20Roads.pdf
Chapter%202/2.4%20Underground%20utilities.pdf
Chapter%202/2.5%20Cell%20Towers.pdf
Chapter%202/2.6%20Rural%20Character.pdf
Chapter%202/2.7%20Digital%20Records.pdf
Chapter%202/2.8%20Broadband%20access.pdf
Chapter%202/2.9%20Welcome%20Package.pdf

Objectives:

1 Communicate and cooperate with other organizations in Town such as the
Community Circle, the Little White Church, the Eaton Village Preservation
Society and the South Eaton Meeting House (10).

1 Work cooperatively with municipal organizations in neighboring towns such as
Selectmen, Conservation Commissions and Planning Boards (11).

1 Continue to work cooperatively with local and regional organizations with
common interests such as the Green Mountain Conservation Group, Upper Saco
Valley Land Trust and Tin Mountain Conservation Center (12).

GOAL 4
To preserve and protect the historic resources of the Town.
Objectives:

1 Continue to make historical information in the possession of the Town accessible
to the public (13).

1 Encourage the preservation of historic structures (14).

GOAL 5
To enhance the unique character of village districts and neighborhoods in the Town.
Objectives:

1 Review existing parking availability and explore possible solutions to problems
posed by parking at Town Hall, Town Beach, Little White Church, Eaton Village
Store and Inn at Crystal Lake.

1 Determine if new ordinances are needed to regulate commercial signs and
lighting in Town (15).


Chapter%202/2.10%20Local%20Organizations.pdf
Chapter%202/2.11%20Regional%20Cooperation.pdf
Chapter%202/2.12%20GMCG-USVLT-TMC.pdf
Chapter%202/2.13%20Historical%20Records.pdf
Chapter%202/2.14%20Historical%20Buildings.pdf
Chapter%202/2.15%20Lighting%20&%20Signs.pdf

ROADS
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